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THE 
Theatrical Obserber ; 
Daily Bills of the Play. © 


OF 
* Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.”—Othelle, 


No. 4798. — Thursday, May 4, 1837. Price Id. 


The Play's the thing” —Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


DRURY LANE THEATRE. 
THE entertainments at this Theatre, yesterday evening, con- 
sisted of the Opera of La Sonnambula, and the Diama of Ken- 


tlworth. 
COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

LasT night the new Historical Tragedy of Strafford, which 
was produced for Macready’s benefit, was performed for the 
second time with great applause. It is the first dramatic effort 
of Mr. Browning, who is already favorably known to the public 
by his poem of “ Paracelsus,” and it is one of great promise ; 
the plot is founded on the life of Wentworth, afterwards Earl 
of Strafford, and it as nearty historical as dramatic effect will 
permit. The opening of the Piay is not very interesting, but 
when Wentworth’s secession from the popular cause is made 
known, the interest encreases wonderfully. Macready has 
achieved a fresh triumph by his nobly impassioned personation 
of the hero, and we never heard warmer or more weil deserved 
applause than he elicited in all those scenes where he had op- 
portunities for aisplaying his great powers. In the scenes in the 
second act with the King, in that in the third where he first 
discovers that he is to be impeached, the indignation of his great 
soul was powerfully expressed, it was a perfect piece of acting, 
but was, if possible, surpassed by his acting where he prostrates 
himself before his assembled enemies, whd are vociferating for 
his death. Although we thought these the most prominent 
beauties of his performance there were many others scarcely 
inferior, The character of the stern, bold, unrelenting 
Pym, is boldly sketched by the author, and was efficiently 
acted by Vandenboff. TheCountess of Carlisle is not anbistorical 
personage, but a creature of the dramatist’s invention, her tender 
and affectionate sympathy forStrafford was portrayed with great 
delicacy and truth by Helen Faucit. Macready was called for 
at the fall of the curtain, but he did not come forward. The 
Tragedy was followed by The Woodman’s Hut, and The 
Modern Orpheus. 

O.ympPic.—A new Burletta, in one act, called A Peculiar 
Position, was produced at this Theatre last night, and met with 
the most complete and wel! deserved success, This amusing ba- 
gatelle takes its title from the peculiar position in which Poly- 
dore Chempignon, (Liston,) finds himself, inconsequence of 
being arrested for a political offence as the Count de Novara, the 
Countess having, in order to facilitate the escape of her husband, 
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changed his passport for the Count’s. The embarrassment of 
Champignon is greatly encreased by his being claimed ag not 
only the husband of the Countess, but also of ber waiting maid, 
Barbara, his true wife giving the finish to the peculiarity of bis 
position by appearing in search of her liege lord. The denowement 
proves that the Count is innocent of the alleged offence, and Cha- 
pignon is set at liberty. ‘This piece, of which Mr. Plaoché is the 
author, is doubtless an adaptation of some French Vaude- 
ville, and is well: calculated to display Liston’s quiet but rich 
humour ; he played remarkably well, and was wonderfully per- 
fect, which is more than we can say for Oxberry and J. Bland, 
who were shamefully imperfect.. Miss Murray looked charmingly 
as The Countess, and acted with ease and grace. Miss Fitz- 
walter also deserves great praise for her performance of Barbara. 
Liston gave out the piece for repetition amidst universal ap- 
plause.—The house was filled with a very fashionable audience, 


a Fashionable Loumges. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 


Daan Ma. Evitorn,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon—but wil! you 
excuse me—I haveto mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my 
jviends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town 
After witnessing the Adelphi performances, 1 drop intoWhite’s celebrated Cigars 
Depot, 415, Strand, trom which place I address you—fill my box with exquisite 
enuff!—choose a real Havannah '—delightful lounge, and choice company— 
advise all my friends to go. 

On Monday, visit The Western Exchange Bazaar, 10, Old Bond Street,—most 
splendid place—completely rebuilt since the late calamitous fire—thronged by 
the élite of society, who all seem eager to patronise and encourage this Emporium 
of fashion, taste, &economy.—Pop in by the private entrance, 14,BurlingtonArcade. 

Tuesday, I am to be found at the Dionama, Regent’s Park, where there in a 
new and splendid view of the Basilica of St. Paul, near Rome—tho transition 
of the building from its perfect state to that of its desolation by fire, is both 
beautiful and astonishing. The other view, the Village of Alagna, destroyed by 
an avalanche, with all its beauties of light and shade, is quite a ehef d’euvre. 

Afterwards escorted Mrs.P.to the CoLosszEuM,—visited the Conservatories— 
Fountains—Caverns—Views of Stupeudous London, and other delightful and 
dateresting Views.—The Optical Gatlery— Wonders of the Microscope, and the 
new aud unrivalied cabalastic feats of Mr. Sutton, the celebrated Magician. 

Why is Peraina’s splendid Summer stock of Hats, like celebrated pertor- 
mers ?—because they are waterproof Jike Reeve—elegant like Vestris—durable 
as Braham—& light as the step of Taglioni! They are as cheap as the Boxes at 
reduced prices, & as well known as the finest Opera, forPanainGCaps them aii. 

Wednesday, attend a large party of fashionables to Mapams T'ussauw’s inter - 
esting Exhibition, Golden Coriathian Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square— enw 
the new additions, correct likenesses of Lord Eldon, Oliver Cromwell, the late 
Jamented Malibran, the Duchess of Kent, PrinessVictoria, Lord Hill, &c. &c. 

Quite delighted with Bannatrt’s exquisiteOpera of FairRosamond, purchased 
the music ~ astonished at the beauty & melody of the solos and concerted pieces— 
the most popular Opera of the day. 4 ; 

The Exhibition of British Artists, Suffolk Street, Pall Mall, is again opens, 
attracting numerous visitors with elegant specimens of native talent.—Many 
chef-d’ ceuvres of art equal to some of the best o the Ancient and Modern Mas- 
ters—excellent Po, raits and Brilliant Landscapes.—Admission One Shilling. 

Called on friend Evans at his Hotel, Piazza, Covent Garden, to visit his 
splendidCoffee Room, had an excellent coffee-room dinner for 2s. After my refresh-. 
ment popt into the Harmonic Meeting held down stairs as usual, so pleased 
stayed there a week, fur which I only paid a Guinea for bed & breakfast, by 
the bye an excellent Table d’ Hote every Wednesday & Saturday at half-past 5, 

On Saturday, | examine Miss Lindwood’s curious Needle-Work, Leicester 
Square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art.—Bust J intrude—beg 
pardon—Y our’s &¢,— PAUL PRY. 

















Theatre Royal; Covent Garden. 


This Evening, (5th Time) a Drama, by Sheridan Knowles, to be called 


Brian Borcihme : 
Or, The Maid of Erin! 


IRISH.—Brian Boroihme, (King of Ireland) Mr S. KNOWLES, 
Macarthy Moore, Mr PRITCHARD, 








O’Donohue,, ...... vee covee(a Chief), .... esccceeMr JI. WEBSPER 
Roderick, Mr WEBSTER, Terence, Mr 1ILBURY, 
Harper, Mr COLLINS, Desmond, Mr THOMPSON, 


Redmond, Mr HUCKEL, 
Erina, (the Princess) MissH. FAUCIT, iene, Miss VINCENT. 
DANES.—Tormagaus, (a Danish Prince) Mr G. BENNETT, 
Voltimer, (a Veteran) Mr VANDENHOFFP, 


Udislaus, Mr HARRIS, Alvert, Mr WORRELL, 
Datho, Mr RAY, Otho, Mr BENDER, 
Elgitha, Mrs W,. WEST, Page, Miss LANE. 


Duet, ‘Nay I swear ’tis not true,’ Miss Vincent & Mr Webster, 
Song, ‘ Surike the Harp! Sirike the Harp.’ Mr Collins, 
Song, ‘Could you but see him that loves me,’ Miss Vincent.’ 
Song, ‘ Oh, the sight entrancing,’ (Moore) Mr COLLINS, 
Song,‘ Would you hear my sweet Harp,’ Miss Heleo Faacit. 
Song, ‘Gi’s a buss my pretty Maid’ Mis VINCENT. 


After which, (for the 14th Time} a new Farce, called 


The Modern Orpheus 


Or, Music the Food of Love ! 


Achilles Dumont, aretiring Musician, Mr W.FARREN, 
Picote......(a retired Physicion).....Mr WEBSTER, 
PIE «0+. 05: 6 oe ou ernetensecda ne socueouseuenn Mr J. WEBSTER, 

Madame Picote, Mrs GLOVER, . 
Cecile, Miss LEE, Jaquette, Mnss NICHOLSON. 


In the course of the Evening, 


A Favorite Grotesque Dance, by Mr BECKETT. 


To conclude with, the Melo-Drama of 


The Woodman’s Hut 


OR, THE BURNING FOREST. 

Count Conenburg, Mr J. WEBSTER, _. 
Worthier, 2... 0ccececcscccsceses te WORRELA, 
Wolfender, Mr PRITCHARD. 

Kaunitz .......00-.+2-0+--.2+Mr G. BENNETT, 
Dangerfeldt, Mr BENDER, 
ee ecceseesese. Mr RANSFORD, 


Moritz, Mr WEBSTER, Bruhl, MrTILBURY, 
BONGIER 6. cceveccccccscccece «+s MS VERON, 


Maria, Miss LEE, Laura, Miss NICHOLSON. . 
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This Evening, the Operatic Drama of | 


THE SLAVE, { 


Governor of Surinam,.....-.... Mr MATHEWS, 
| Colonel Lindenburg, MrBRINDAL, 
Gambia........ (the Slave,)........Mr COOPER, 
Captain Clifton, Mr DURUSET, ‘ 
Mathew Sharpset, ~coeeeeeeeerees Mr HOOPER, 
Captain Malcolm, Mr ANDERSON, __. 
| Sam Sharpset, ........ Mr BEDFORD, 
Fogrum, Mr MEADOWS, _ Officer, Mr MEARS, 7 
Somerdyke, MrHENRY, Jailor, Mr HUGHES, | 
Provost, MrFENTON, First Planter MrHONNER 
Second Planter, Mr T. MATHEWS, 
Ts FIMMNe, os 6600 secs ccmnesess Mr S. JONES, 
Planters’s Boy, Mts EAST. , 
Zelinda ......(First Time).......Miss ROMER, 
Mrs ne MrsW.CLIFFORD, 
Stella Clifton,.......... edweden ..-Miss POOLE, 
Miss Von Frump, Mrs C. JONES, 


After which, the First Act of Weber’s popular Opera of 


Der Freischutz, 


Bernhard, MrS. JONES, 


Adolph, Mr WILS‘ N, Caspar, Mr BEDFORD. 
Kilian, Mr DURUSET, 


To conclude with, the Melo-Drama, called 


Valentine and Orson. 


FRENCH. 
Pepin, (King of France) Mr MATHEWS, 
Hepry, Mr BRINDAL, Haufray, Mr HENRY. 
Valentine (a Foundling) Mr HOWELL, 

Orson...... (a WildMan )...00 Mr T. MATTHEWS, 
Biandiman, Mr DIDDEAR, Hvogo, Mr MEADOWS, 
Emperor of Greece, Mr BLAKE, 

The — Eglaotine, Miss TAYLOR, Agatha, Miss POOLE 
Florimonda of Aquitaine, Miss BALLIN, 





I SIG viccsrintisies. 0:0 0:0 anntetin iitiontiolinnge meee Mrs FAST, 
The Empress Belicanta, Mes W. CLIFFORD, 
SAKACENS, 

The Sorcerer Agramant,,. . Mr F. COOKE, 


Genius Pacolet, " Miss MARSHALL. 
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